
DeAr Family, 

SiC. turday, 
July 26, 1980 

Everyone in the house i. taking a nap including Charlotte 80 this •• em. like 
a good time to drop ill • line . Last night I took Cha rlotte .to the Hoolywood 
Bowl. r-typarent. And sister with fia nce a 180 c me along. I got the tickets 
t hrough work on n s pecia l of! r. The concert wa s performed by the L. A. 
Philha r monic in a tribute to Tcha i k ovsl-y. The 1" st numb r WA S an Overture 
(1812) compl.te with tirework •• W. got home at 1:00 A.M. Sarah .pent the 
night at one of her triend •• We picked her up in the morning 7:45 before 
sh· Wo {e ~p • . ~~rhh i R on a l~te sleeping 5cheduel. Goe t o b e d l ~ t e ~nd 

t>o ts up i -, l.e . .re cn j oyed the event very much. 

A year ago ' (Scpt. 79) our blue c ar named Be •• y (ao r.tl.ctioa. pl •••• ) died. 
I bought B ••• y .bout • y.ar betor. .e .ere marri.d. The radiator wa. ia a •• d 
ot replac.m.nt aad ti.ally •• at out oa u. oa the tr ••• ay. W.ll anyway to 
make a 10Dg . • tory ahort, the block got cracked .ad •• barly made it hom •• 
Siac. that ti~. our driv.way ha. tur •• d iato the t •• t.at buy aad •• 11 car 
lot i. to.a. 1 Fir.t we bought a 73 Toyota for $1300. Th. traa.mi •• ioa waa 
leaking quite bdly bally and .till uRder .areaty by Aamco ao we took it ia. 
The,.. "fixed" the leak .ort ot. That ..,ea.a that it .till · l.ak. but .t • much · 
.low.r r.te. Later oa duri.tg the .a~. Eoath our •• gia. start.d to vibrate 
WhOD we were stopped but not when th c r was moving . ~e decided to sell. 
I ~hou1d Also mention we ha d r eplaced the carburator .Dd the muffler. W. 
tried to •• 11 it for $1500 but w.r. oaly .ble to g.t 11300. So much for 
our .ecoad car. W. uaload.d it the la.t w.ek ia May. 

Car aumb.r # 3 ~ Thi. ODe wa. bought , oD more ot aa impula. rather th~n n e c essity. 
ktst D~ c ~>i1ber I hc",rd "bout thi s fr~nd of ly d~ d 'i .-,0 '1: :. 8 9 0in g t o s ell a 73 
Plymouth wagon for $200. I had vi.ioa. ot fixiag up thi. bombi •• a auto-
ahop cIa •• aad thea comiag to Ut~ i. it this .ummer. We bought the car ia 
Ja.uary. I .upo.e if I had thought about it re.li.tally I would have kaowa 
that I woulda't earoll ia the auto.hop cl •••• Car .umber 3 held u. over ju.t 
lODg cnlough betweea •• lliag #2 a.d buying our ' pre.llt #4. w •• old "the Bomb" 
last month tor $450. 

C~~r number 4 I dubbed "the beilst". It is .. 76 Pacer by AJ.iC. ~'le bought it a fter 
thr e e rreek. ot looking. \Ve wanted air conditioning tor vacation aad .omethiag 
that would be low mantaiDeace. We got air cODdi1.ioaiag but that w •• all. We 
bought it for $1700 with .atiaipatiag .ome repare •• Th. 1/0w bleC book .a. 
$2300. I could .ee th.t it wa. le.kiag tr •••• tluid .0 evea with $600 ia 
rep.re. we would be OK. So far .e .pent $600 but it .till aeeda aRother $550 
ot work. $50 will be .pe~t this week OD replacing the electronic ignition. 
Eveiry oRce iR awhile the Car ju.t die •• It atarta up .gaia but it sure i. 
an i nconvinencQ and we don't want to find out it will not start up agaiD 
while on our way to Utah. I h.ve le.rnod thi. i. a problem inherent to all • PaCQrs. The other major repa __ atill needing attention i. the power .teeriDg. 
We go through a quart ot fluid every two week •• The ~ part .eediag replac
ement i. patent~d and cost. $300. The other bad part ia becauae ot the part 
location they ju.t about have to take the whole car apart to re.ch it. So 
much tor $200 e.timate of labor. For 80W we decided to .pe.d • doll.r every 
two week. oa tra.ami •• ioa fluid tor the power .teeriag. Doe •• Ryone .eed 
to buy. slightly u.ed car? 
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If you write lotter. like I do,you may a8 well know it i. ~tonday and Sarah 

:na Charlotte have both goae to bed. 

Our gard •• i. juat marvelou. thia year. It took three moath. to kill all the 
Burmuda (devil gr ••• ). We have two plota both of which are approximately 
150 • .iquare~ teet. One of thG plota ia be rell but ready tor planting. We 
will plant our tall garden wheD we get back tram v~cation. The other plot 
ha. the ground completly covered with produce. Thim year we .tayed with the 
b.aica. Our garden i.clude.: Carrota, lettu., baeta, pole climbiag greeR 
beena, three row. of cor. (each row pla.ted ia aucceaive weeks), zucchiai, 
cucumbera, aix bell pepper., two tomato~ plaat., aad eight viae. of c.at
aloupe. 1 am .ure aome of you may be woaderiag how that much could p~oaaiblelT 
fit ia that .mall of a gardea plot. Oh by the way, I . forgot to meatioa we 
have oae row ot boy.eaberrie. tour teet wide aad three feet high. The aa.wer 
i. fouad ia a book eDtitled "The Poatage stamp Garde. Book" by nua •• Newcolllb. 
He i. aot a very good writer ~i but the idea. aad iatormatioa i. ea.y to 
gle.ao Most of the valuable iatormatioa ia tabulated. Aaother very valuable 
book I read thia year i. e.titled, "The No Work Gardea Book" by Ruth Strouto 
Thia book ha. taught me how to elimi.ate garden weed. with very little work o 

I turned over the 80il ORce and laid a black he.vy tarp over the grouad for 
t wo month~8. Thea betore aaythiag aew (weeda) could appear, I laid a very 
heavy mulch of gra •• clippil1gs on top. When I want to plaat, all th.t i. 
needed ia to rake back the mulch. After the crop. push through the Gail, the 
mulch i~ brought up close to the basQ of thQ pl.nt. This way thQ oBly things 
tha t call grow are tho~e which are ~ allowed to grow. Thi. aecond book ia 
fairly repetitive but there are maRY very good suggestions. Highly re4commaaded. 
Just in caSQ anyoua wa.ta to kDow, I am pro~ orgamic garde.iag. At least 
it th •• worke d very well for me. We do have our peata but Bot to aa exteat 
I would call a problem. I. tact •• have aot aeeD oa. tomato worm ~hia year. 

Some of you may have heard that we are tryiag to aell ~t our home .ad buy 
a better oate. We .ill .e1l (hopefully .ooa) after my .ext raiae o I wa. due 
ia July but am alill .aitiag. We bave already put our houae up oa the market. 
We will try to buy a hom. ia the $90,000 to $100,000 raag •• \Ve will have the 
dow. payment with the equaty built up iB our preseat home but makiag paymeat. 
for the tirat year i. gOiDg to be tough. The most dia.!oiDting thiBg about it 
i. for t l~ t 11 uch money we will not get tha t much house in California. 'Ya \yill 
prob '.bly IU".ve to get hly pareata to co-alga the loa. alace we oaly make $1800/.0. 
plua the .ext rai.e. Somehow we'll make it if we are .upoae to. Now i. a 
good time to buy while loaa. are cheep. Ha, ha, ha. 

Love you all, 

~------------------------~--------~----------------------------------------------------~----~-- . 


